
INDIVIDUAL INSTRUMENTAL PERFORMANCE RUBRIC 
STUDENT NAME:     INSTRUMENT:    GRADE/CLASS:   DATE: 
 
 Novice 

 
Apprentice 
 

Practitioner 
 

Master 
 

TONE QUALITY The tone is often not focused, 
clear or centered regardless of 
the range being played, 
significantly detracting from 
the overall performance. 

Tone is often focused, clear 
and centered, but sometimes 
the tone is uncontrolled in the 
normal playing range. 
Extremes in range are usually 
uncontrolled. Occasionally 
the tone quality detracts from 
overall performance. 

Tone is focused, clear and 
centered through the normal 
playing range of the 
instrument. Extremes in range 
sometimes cause tone to be 
less controlled. Tone quality 
typically does not detract 
from the performance. 

Tone is consistently focused, 
clear, and centered 
throughout the range of the 
instrument. Tone has 
professional quality. 
 

PITCH ACCURACY Very few accurate or secure 
pitches. 

Some accurate pitches, but 
there are frequent and/or 
repeated errors. 

An occasional isolated error, 
but most of the time pitch is 
accurate and secure. 

Virtually no errors. Pitch is 
very accurate. 

RHYTHMIC ACCURACY  The beat is usually erratic and 
rhythms are seldom accurate 
detracting significantly from 
the overall performance. 

The beat is somewhat erratic. 
Some rhythms are accurate. 
Frequent or repeated duration 
errors. Rhythm problems 
occasionally detract from the 
overall performance. 

The beat is secure and the 
rhythms are mostly accurate. 
There are a few duration 
errors, but these do not 
detract from the overall 
performance. 

The beat is secure and the 
rhythms are accurate for the 
style of music being played. 
 

ARTICULATION Few secure attacks. Markings 
are typically not executed 
accurately. 

Attacks are rarely secure, but 
markings are often executed 
accurately as directed by the 
score. 

Attacks are usually secure, 
though there might be an 
isolated error. Markings are 
executed accurately as 
directed by the score. 

Secure attacks. Markings 
(staccato, legato, slur, accents, 
etc.) are executed accurately 
as directed by the score. 

DYNAMICS Attention to dynamic levels is 
not obvious. 

Dynamic levels fluctuate but 
can be discerned. 

Dynamic levels are typically 
accurate and consistent. 

Dynamic levels are obvious, 
consistent, and an accurate 
interpretation of the style of 
music being played. 
 

PHRASING Phrasing is rarely consistent 
and/or rarely sensitive to 
musical style. 

Phrasing is usually consistent 
and occasionally sensitive to 
the style of music being 
played. 

Phrasing is usually consistent 
and sensitive to the style of 
music being played. 

Phrasing is always consistent 
and sensitive to the style of 
music being played. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1. Now you will analyze your strengths and weaknesses based on your scores for each category, 
and then set specific goals for improvement. 
 
 A. Strengths: Choose one of the categories in which you scored the highest and explain at 
least three reasons why your score is high in this category. Do not simply repeat the 
wording from the rubric. Be specific! 
 
 1._____________________________________________________________________ 
 2._____________________________________________________________________ ` 
 3._____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 B. Areas in need of improvement: Based on your scores in each category, now identify 
two areas in which you need to improve. Explain three reasons why you received a 
low score. Do not simply repeat the wording from the rubric. Be specific! 
 
 1. ____________________________________________________________________ 
 2._____________________________________________________________________ 
 3._____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
3. Based on the results above, choose two areas that you need to improve in. Set specific and 
realistic goals that will help you improve in the two areas that you selected. Set goals that 
you can achieve within the next two weeks. Then tell exactly what you will do to achieve 
each goal. Remember, there is ALWAYS room for improvement! 
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